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Copy  of  records  of  Commander  in  Chief  HATA's  Interview 
with  newspaper  correspondents  appearing  in  the 
newspapor  "AS AH I"  on  11  March  1938 

SHANGHAI  Spocial  telegram  of  the  10th 


After  the  Army  Day  exefoises  were  over.  Commander -in-Chief  KATA  had  a 
first  interview  with  press  men.  It  is  noteworthy  in  this  interview  thet 
Comnandor  MATA  expressed  his  first  opinion.  Concerning  the  birth  of  the 
Central  China  new  regime  which  is  being  olosely  observed  by  the  people,  he 
self -confidently  expressed  that  "thore  is  no  need  for  the  Army  to  hurry,  tut 
I  have  heard  that  its  air  was  heavy,  and  if  it  is  un  unti-Conmunistio  regime, 
it  /we/  will  not  hesitate  to  cooperate  to  the  end."  In  regards  to  the  CHIANG 
regime,  he  stated  that  a  thorough  going  policy  of  planning  to  annihilate  it 
as  per  policy  of  the  central  regime  is  being  maintained-  Regarding  military 
operations,  he  clearly  expressed  the  grand  policy  of  the  new  Commandor-in- 
Chief  that  "This  did  not  ond  a  pha6o,  and  preparations  v<?  being  mado  for  a 
situation  to  enable  military  operation  whenever  n'oessit/  arises," 


Special  Correspondent  OKA  at  SHANGHAI,  the  10th 


Coramandor-in-Chief  HATA,  sneworsd  with  questions  in  rapid  succession 
from  correspondents  while  emokiiu,  &  "Throe  Castle"  leisu/oly,  stated* 


"The  Army  highly  favors  th>  birth  of  new  regimes  in  North  and  Central 
China  claiming  anti -Communism  and  Japanese  friendship*  I  have  heard  that  the 
moment  for  the  birth  of  a  now  regime  in  Central  China  is  drawing  noar#  but 
concerning  the  birth  of  this  new  regime  I  believe  it  should  not  bo  over¬ 
bearing.  Wo  will  not  be  reluotant  to  cooperate  with  anything  that  will  bo 
born  by  natural  growth.-  Presently  the  military  operations  have  taken  shape 
ts  ending  a  phase,  but  hereafter,  as  for  the  Army,  to  anticipate  the  preser¬ 
vation  cf  public  peace  satisfactorily  in  tho  occupation  aroa,  and  also  tho 
stabilizing  of  popular  sentiment  and  promotion  of  rehabilitation  in  tho  occu¬ 
pation  area  comes  first.  Tho  Army  must  make  this  and  the  military  operation 
of  chastising  the  anti-Japanose  National  Government,  go  hand  in  hand.  For 
this  purpose,  from  our  own  acoord,  wo  huvo  tightened  the  lace  of  our  helmete 
and  have  made  preparations  so  that  wo  can  act  at  any  time.  In  regards  to  the 
progressing  rehabilitation  plan  the  problem  of  management  of  its  operation 
and  finance  are  concerned  with  tho  political  and  ooonomioal  problems,  so  I 
have  no  knowledge  to  that  effect,  and  it  will  also  depend  on  the  policy  of 
the  Central  regime.  Concerning  the  SHANGHAI  settlement  problem  of  attitude 
towards  third  powers,  I  think  we  should  look  forward  with  justioo,  horeafter 
as  well.  At  any  rate,  wo  will,  with  firm  resolution,  do  our  utmost,  regard¬ 
less  of  whother  it  will  take  10,  20  or  oven  100  years," 


’.Vhon  the  conversation  beeamo  serious,  tho  Commander-in-Chief  olosod  his 
mouth  tightly,  and  drifted  u  look  of  seriousness  to  his  eyebrows.  Then  he 
would  momentarily  smile  boamingly  like  a  good  father.  At  last  ho  6tood  up 
suddenly  and  in  the  end  gave  thoso  emphatic  words  to  tho  correspondents* 

"You  saw  tho  expression  of  overflowing  determination  on  the  faces  of  troops 
in  today's  military  review,  didn't  you?  VThethor  it  be  to  HANKO.V,  or  some 
other  plaoe,  wo  will  keep  on,  wherever  it  is." 


s».«,+.nmnnt  of  Source  and  Authenticity 


iiSAtll 


February  1938  to  Kpru  - - 

Office  of  the  same  publioution. 

I  certify  that  I  was  in  Shanghai  and  that  I  attended  the  first  Press 
Conference  given  by  Genera!  »»  Shunrchu.  Commander-in-chief  cf  the  Japan. 
Perce,  in  Chins  on  10  liarch  1938  at  which  tine  he  outlined  the  Japanese 

Military  Polioy  in  China. 

I  certify  that  the  attached  document  is  a  certified  true  copy  of  a 
dispatch  which  I  sent  by  telegram  to  the  Tohyo  Office  of  hSAHI  SHIifflON  fo> 
lowing  the  above-mentioned  Press  Conference.  This  article  was  carried  by 

the  ASAHI  ShIMBUlI  on  date  of  11  March  1938. 

I  further  certify  that  dispatch  written  by  me,  is  a  true  and  correct 

report  of  General  HATA’s  Press  Conforonce. 


Signed  at  Tokyo 


/  OKA  Ken.11 
■nature  of  Author 


June 


•tutorial  Staff »  To 


Member# 


Asahi  Shlmbun 


Witness i  Shozo, 


